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A Psychotic ( 
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J. Reid hfelov 
Departmen t of Psyckiatnj 

Llndz7ersity of Caiifcrrei~, Sun Diego 

The case of a 33-year-oid W k e  n d e  wirh a history of sexuai assault is presented. 
His Rorschach is a n ~ ! ~ z e d  and interpre:ed using both psvchost.~xrural (Exnea, 
1956: and psychodynamic (Cooper & Arnow, 1986; Kwawer, 198Q; Meioy Ei- 
Gacono. in press-6) methodologies. Findings are used to understand the presence 
and interaction of 5o:h ckarac:er and psvchot~c persorraky organi- 
zation in this mentaily ::i, sadistic, and sexnai!y predztorg voung man. 

The ways  in which level of personality organizatior: and character fornation are 
interdependen: have been theoreticaliy advanced by Ker~kerg's (1984) work. 
Empirical research ro test such theory, hewever, has beei: virrually absent. 
Specific character pathologies and their rekationshi~ tc psychotic persoriality 
organization have likewise received little attention (Frosch, 1983; Melov, 1988). 
En fact, it was not until the Diagnostic and St~t is t icd Manua! 01 i'MentaI Disorders 
(3rd ed., rev. [DSM--El!-R]; American Psi&iiatric Association, 1981) that the 
diagnoses of schizophrenia and antisocial personality disorder, for Instance, 
could he applied ts the same patient at the same rime. 

In this study, we present a case of a young man whi! is organized at a psychotic 
ievei of personality and is also a psychopathic character, Rorschach findings are 
used empiricaIlv to understand the nature of the reiationhip between these two 
dimensions oi and to provide concurrent. validity for the psychopa- 
thologr suggested by his overt behavior. Our approach to the Rorschach data is 
both psvchostrucrurai and psvchodynaaic. 



CASE STUDY 

Huntlev ns a 33-war-old N'P.xte rnaie, born and rased m an Intact iamilt . n ~ h  
one oiden slster. HIS father :S an  electnc~an, and h ~ s  mother 1s a homemaker. He 
and others descr~be h:n as a inner while growzng ap. Has mother confS.rrns a 
hns:ory o i  enuresis, mdtiple rirnawavs from home, stealing mane\ hen: his 
parents, and Iymg: behaviors that are consistent wi& a dragnosic of c o n d x t  
dmrder .  He also had  marked developmental deIavs In such act.vir~es as shoe 
tvmg. ~elt:ng tme ,  b ~ k e  rrd~ng, and knot tvmg. There is no e\ ,denre of crueitv 
toward ar.:mak or firesetting and truancv or vandahsm. Hie classxates, hov. - 
ever. mckmaned I-rm "biondle :he animal." 

HIS s e x d  lzistorv IS srgnihcanr; at :he age of 5, he remembers ' ? a h g  :n love 
wick Bhve Ud" uhde watchrng a Popeve cartoor: on telewsmn. He u as attrac:ed 
to her because of her bnghtiv polrshed toenads and probablv becaase she u as 
the h e  ob~ect of rum strong and powerhl mex. We axso remembers be.ng 
sexuallv arornsed while rubb:ng h s  mother"s feet. His foc: ferish has been 
consnstentiy present throughout h ~ s  ch:ldhood, ado\escence, and adulthood. 

Huntiev Wac hrst dsagnosed with a grand ma1 seizure disorder b r  a neuroiog~st 
wher: he was 14. It was well con:roIled w t h  primdone. He was 16 when he flrst 
wired  a psychnatrisc. HIS major complarnt was Intense fears si Ios~ng control of 
his sexuai and aggressive mpsises due to constant rejections 't.v grrls. Me a:sc 
began to rhrnk about rape iantasles after viewng the teiev.slen movle, "A Case 
of Rape,'' starxng Elizabeth hfontiyornery 

Self-report, ~ndlsates that he assaulted two acquaintances :n late adolescence 
These lncldents were never reporrec tc the poi~ce The  first lnvolved a 1 :-war- 
old gnrl that re6dsed to Iet him k m  her He stated that he heard a \ olce a: the 
t m e  t e h g  h:m, "tie\, look a? her. Wouldn't v o ~  inke her!" We alsa grabbeo a 
make friend bv the coliar and said, "You know who I am" I-Ee deixlonalh 
believed at the time :hat he was possessed bv Saran and he "ha:! no coxrol  o: er 
tt." He reported audirorv kali~lcinatmns of "5otl-1 God and Saran. God gives me 
dlrectinns. Satan probes into my head t e h g  me aborat k d h g  people." t ie 
mntrnued to  seek psvchaatr~c help, but refused medncations. He  dropped our of 
m;Ircarc school at age :;. 

B\ the age of ?O, Piuntiev was spending most of hrs t:me a w a  from home, 
ridrng buses around the city as. ir, hls own words, "a w e d  perverr," seek:ng 
opportunntles to run his hands across the exposed feet oi women If he "mas 
lucky," he  wouid slide has fingers between the:r roes and "grab o2e l iI  could." He 
reporred thrs compulsion as ego dvstonlc at the tune 

In fmtasy, these encounters went fcirther. "1 would move K V  hand as far as 1 
can. i wouid feel under their Siouses and go all the wav." These fm:as~es wou'lu 
consastencly involve carrymg a h i e  to  frlgkten the female intc: suEimlssion and 
then kilj her "SC that she conidn't tell anrbodv, and no one would know.' Actual 



heterosexual experience was completely absent in Muntley's life. He also de- 
scribed in detail plunging a knife into a pillow at home, rape fantasies during 
masturbation, and a sadistic homicidal faneasy: He would nai1 s person to a wakI 
in a crucified position, severely cut the individual: gather the blood, mix it with 
gasoline, pour it over che victim, set it on firel and then paint a sign on the wall, 
"Love is Death." The gender of chis victim was unclear. 

Five months before his crirnlnai offense, a psychiatrist wrote, "he is bordering 
on a psychotic regression which would be imminent wit .ha~~t therapeuric 
intervention." Several days before Huntley's cr:rne, he contacted his fourth 
psychiatrist and reported he was having "horrible problems" coping with his 
frsstrations and impulses. He also felt he might need hospiralization. The 
psychiatris~ requesred that his mother drive hirr! to the local menca! health 
hospital, which she did, Pie refused to go in. 

He was now having constant fantasies and impuises t3  rape and murder a 
36-year-oIc. mother of two whom he had mer during church. He was "impressed 
with her body, particulariy her boobs." He asked her for a ride home from her 
hwse one day, and she k t  him sic in the back seat. He suddenly grabbed her 
around the neck with a knife to her throat and told her he was going to rape her. 
She strsgkci and escaped, but was. seriously injured with a stab wound to the 
neck. Eantiey was found guilty for atrenpted rape and murder, and not guiky 
by reason of insanity. He was 21 years old. 

During the evalzations ro determine his sanity he said, 'Tve go: a split 
personality, some form of schizophrenia. 1 have a Dr. JekyEl and Mr. Wyde 
complex. HyJe is dir:y: perverted, deranged. He makes me rhink of doing things 
that E've never ccmsidered in my life; all sorts of shit, about purling a knife oon 
someone in a: car where thet. can't stoy~ because then I have full con.rrol.'YE-re was 
subsequentiy cornkitred to a regional forensic. hospital. 

Nine years later, Huntley was conditionafly released to an invo!ummry 
outpatient program (Meiog, Haroun, Sr Schiller, 1990) with a diagnosiz of 
schizophrenia, paranoid type, chronic: fetishismr mixed personality disorder 
wiih borderline and schizotypai traits; a history of grand mal seizures; enuresis: 
peptic ulcer; and nncermitrent inpotence. He moved into a resider,t:al home and 
remained sornewkar srabk for 3 years. 

When he was 33, however, rhings began to fall zpart. tEe had a mentally ill 
girlfriend, brzt she ended che reiationship. He had a pet kitten? with which he 
masturbated, but another kitten arrived a: the residence and $aged with his. 
-F 
i he new a~irnat  was i m n d  with its neck broken, buried in the back yard several 
weeks later. k-iuwtley was then observed blocking the passage of a femaie staff 
persorr in the haIlway and teasingly putting his Rands around the neck oC 
another. PIe was also harassing his former girlfriend. The day he was brought 
back into custody as a preventive measure, he told a clinician, "i am suicicial, 
homicidal, and cannot be responsible for my actmns," 

Huntley was administered the Wechsler Adult Inte%gence Scaie-Revised. 



Mnltiphasic Sex Inventor); rMSI) and Rorschach within several weeks of his 
incarceration. His Fuii-Scale IQ was 84 (Verbal IQ 9C5 Perfornance IQ 89. On 
the ?vfSI, he responded :rue to Quesriorr 296? "I have fantasied about kikiing 
someone during sex,'"nci Question 53, "1 have used a weapon to scare a person 
into having sex." He was receiving the ialiowing medicatinns at the r:me c! this 
Rorschach: fluphenazine decanoate? I cc every 2 weeks: Lithir;n c~irhor,ate, !533 
n g  each day; chlorproxarine, 30C n p  each iiey; and impramine, I i X  mg a: 
bedtime. 

RESULTS 

Fable 1 :s the Rorschach prorocol. Table Z 1s the sequence of scores, and T&ie 
3 is rhe strucrsral ssmmarv, both generated by Rorschach iriterpretation 
Ass1s:ance Prog~am: \'ersior: 2 (Exnet, 1393). 

. . Euntler's Rorschach suggests bo:h psvchoric personaliti: organmtron 
(Kernberg, 3984) and psychopathic character (Melei-, 1951). An analysis oibor'r, 
the psychostrxrurai (Exner, 1986) and psychodynamic aspects of the pratocd 
underscores ways in w'f~IcX-i a i)riTC,itiw level of p e r s m z l ~ t ~ ;  and a paracaler 

< ,  character krmation interact with ana srzpe each ather. 

Psychostructure 

Structural character~stm (Exnu,  i986': of se\we psvcbopxhv have beer. iden- 
tified ir! various groups o t  anrlsociai persoriaiki disordered rnzies iGacono 5r 
Meby, 1991, in press; Gaconc, Meioy, 6r. Berg, in press; Gaconc, hleicy, S;. 
Heaven, 1990; hleloy & Gaconc, in press-b:i. Huntley.'~ protocol is consist.enr 
with psvchopathic character in his omnipotence and idexificarion wirh the 
aggressor (Persoralr .= 4); reduced Interes: in others as whole, real, and mem- 
ingfui human beings (E = 2; F:Hd = 13); unrncsiliuiated affecr (KC.CF -+ G = 
0 :3 ;  emotion& constraint whiie incarcerated t C '  = 91; chronic anger ( = 41; 

p e r c e p r d  a m x x e n t i o c a i i : ~  CX +- % = 42): and severely inpaired reaiitv 
resting (X - % = 2 1). 

A psycho~ic ievel of personaiity organization, however, :s su.gges:ed by 
strucrural aspects that &ferenciate Pluntiev from higher developmen:ai level 
pst;chopaths and predict giobal impairments. This indkduai's stress tolerance 
and controls, both state and tralt, are very poor (3 = --4, Adjmted D = - 3i. 
Coupied with his r;nmodnLxed affect, repetitive loss of impulse coxro'i would be 
expected. He experiences dvsphoria to a degree (DEFl - 5, e5 = i 2: 1 ! j, 



TABLE 1 
The Rorschach Rotwd of a Psychotic (Sexurtl;) Psvchopath 

4. 

7. :d. 5, 

6. 

EV. 7. 

- - 

Looks like a Halloween mask. 
The whole thing. They look like horns on top and on  :he side i!) idk. Just does. 
Also it is black. (1) Eves right where eves should be on  the {ace. i? )  The nose, no: 
exacdy a nose. a place to breathe out. Just iooks like a Halloween mask. A sinister 
smile. Divided by 2 line, still iwks like a rnou:h. Smister. Grey lines resembie teeth 
to me. Ir'li do a.t. i: can to get to you. Not going to let n [smiiesj. 

% see cwo ptopie standing together, a man and 2 woman. 
Cot ir backwards, a woman over here, man over here, sorry about that. Dcling the 
best 1 can. S h a ~  of the head. Looks like she got a good haircut, ha~rstyie, iooks 
fernmine. The shape ot the head, ourl~ne of the body. Facing each other. looking at 
each o:her. Way the head's shaped and body is outlined. Lwks ragged. t ine here, 
r igk by shouiderblades might be s crease ir, s skirr or muscles, iooks iike the out- 

doors :yp. I&. In my imagination. See him with a shirt or climbing up rnouncains. 
Tb.is one you're not going to like Looks k e  a vagina after 2 period. 

Using the whole thing. Wagma?) Dc k have to  [iaughs] oratside of a vagina I?) first 
thing tha: came tc my mind ir is simiiar. Inside space, looks like a vagina (7) blood 
sralns here an6 h e ~ e .  I've seen the% befare. Tkiar's what rhey look like. Big spors, 
real red. 

Looks like a cave. 
These are rocks, on bo:h rocks. The colo:, rhe shape (T) Black This hole right here. 
Kind a i  imks endless. Enter to  nowhere yet somewhere. Who knows, maybe enter- 
ing to a tost :unnei. 

Twc people dancing at a party. A man and a wornar,. The red syrr;bo!izes the 
decorations d the parry. 
PliE of it. Wav they are shaped. Coior helps, roc. Slack. (?) Way :hey are formed. 
{Symboiized?l it imks like decorations hanging from a ceiling, and hanging off :he wail. 

Also iooks Iike some dniphins swimming around some rocks 
-411 the biack Dolphins. Each has got a fin showing, tha: goes upward like s ciolphin 
swimming. I love dolphins playing around. They are sweet. Next to a dog, rnan7s 
best friend. Don'r hx:  them. Rocks are the shape and black. 

E see w a  :hings. A btg monster approaching. 
It iooks black and gray. t m k s  hairy tc me. Evil eyes. Blg hands. (hairy?! Wav Slack 
and gray are hiended cogether.(?) The rype of thing you'd wan: to get away fmrn 
fast. Gives me :he creeps. (hppraaching?) The way the fret are painted. Paws actual- 
I?, no  claws Oniy two fingers on the whole hand and :hev are sharp, kind of like 
pincers on  a crab. 

Aisc, a giant tree. How am i doing? 
Trurrk of the tree (?) I've seen alot of trees and it looks iike one. Like I said, ieaves !?) 

shape and coior. Looks Like a tree in ailtcrrnn. They are dark. No: bzgtat green. 
Looks like it" ready to fali. Fall is my favorite time of year. (Gian:?) I'm about 5'10". 
This tree iooks like it cowers over me at Least six hundred times. I see rnvself at the 
base of the tree and it's towering up. up, up, forever up. ! don't want to miss lunch. 

A bat or a butterfly. 
Whole thmg. Cbat?) The wings, feet, ears here. Coming at me ( I )  Just, I don't know. 
(butterfly?) Way it is shaped, the antenna (19 Way shaped. Next to :he smaiiest thing 
on  the drawing (1: I can't expiam it. 

A morh. 
Basically the same thing that made it 'rook like a bu:terf!y. 



TABLE I (Continued) 

VI, i i. A sky vision tc  a highway road -71th mountains or, both sides. 
(I) Whoie thing. kwking down or, i:. !?ve seer: f~eewavs before. :t.i~ghwavl: Khite 
Line gang down the middle oi :t. The blackness &:he road. imo-nrainsl! !'ve gone 
to mountains before and seer: z lor of hilis. !t reminds me of hilis and nouxains.  

12. And two cars on 2 road going toward each other. - 
i he sihape: rhe coloi, makes ir i d  iike it's go: headlights or.. 

13, Aiso imks iike somebdy's rectum [smiiesj. 
The crack ;?) The !ine rhar gcxs down to ~ r !  and the opening, :he csior !1! gr21, and 
hiack. 

\'I:. i4. O x  I. two girls w ~ t ~  ponvtaiis getnng ready :o k i s  each o:her. 
Facial fearwes, shape. Looks liicc two gkis. Pow:ails standing straight 113. First 
thing I thaught of. Lips pilckered up readv tc. km each other slowl-. bu: sure!!. I?,: 

going In siow mo:lon to get to each other. 
15. i4 bunch of rain ciouds formlng. I found e :hire one 

Ciouds. the whoie thing. Fufh an6 shape. i:l ?he coio:, it's gray. Ra:n c iods ,  da:k 
ciouds. the coior. Corning together from top :G honom. 

? 6. A crkker caughr ir: the midst. of a hunch d r a i n  c i o ~ d ~ .  
It just does! Long. sicnder. Cor its legs xcked in, just reminded me of a cricket. 
icaught3 Pressed In between :he two ciouds, c-omng ~ioser  an2 cioser. pressing on  
the :beetie, cricket, rather. 

VX. i7. I w c  aardvarks pdilrag on the sails of ar! oid ship. -. 
: ne whole thing. They are long and siender, the nose being the aniv d!fference 
berween these and the reai ones. These have a shoi:cr snou:. nav the lines are. 
tong. ( l j  J U S ~  piil!ing or: the saiis, just imkr Eke old, beat up saiis. Rag&; edges. 
torr, ali to heli. Ragged edges. Xest of :he boat is right here. The oniv witd :h!ng 
here 

IS. ie. Okav, I see :wo old men searching for something 
tierc's the eves. nose. and mout$... the way :he 1:; hzngs down. Searching ('j wa7! 

rhe eyes imk. wide o p r i  and concenrracing on whatever :heu :an see %ea& ts :em 

X 19. 1 see aiien life invad;ng a dance. I see aii ~ i n d s  of bilgr cnd insect: also rnvading the 
dance. Scorpmns t m .  
7 

1 hc top iwka iike a space ship, :he way it is shaped, the coior, grav and whi:e. 
Could write a story abou: rhls one. Serpents ( 7 )  Ir's ugk, slirnv, mean idking,  ! 
wouidn't t w c h  then.  I have had !izards befare. Ahen bemgs iron; another planet - 
1 he blue, scorpions, gor a iot oi legs, on the atrack, ready to kiii and devour 8 . i .  

rha: thev get their hands oc, or p~nchers or wha:ever yoti wan: :c caii i: The 
dance, pinkl things represent rur3 peopie having a g , d  time a: a dance :') )us: 
hairing fun at a dance. 

and a major mood disorder, perhaps a psychot~c one, 1s probabie. hlchough not 
suaaciai, one would consader aggressive behavmr I& = !1 In this angrv man 
with a poskble boss of reabtv testing is-  B = 25) These gsvchotrc ourbursts 
would Lkelv occur ~ r r  the mdst oisexual preoccupation (Cx = 2 ,  Resaonses j,13j 
and feeiings of rage. 

Cogmtive probiems, partrcularlv idearlor,, are aosr pa:hognornonrc of 
Huntlev's p s v c h o t ~  organlzation. Formal rhougk dlsorder IS per\asive and 
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TABLE 2 
Comprehensive System Sequence of Scores From the Rorschach of a Psychotic (Sexual) 

Psychopath 

Cmi KO t o c  # Detem~na.rtis: (2) Contentis1 Pop 7 Speiral Score: 

L3.R. 
DR 
PER 
DRZ 
AB, COP 
D1?2 
3 R  
PER, DR 
BR 

COP 

r n B 2  
F P E ,  MOE 
DR 
FA.32, AG. CUP? PER 

severe (WSumO = 52, Leve l  2 - 5). Although formal thodght disorder is 
expecr.eci in psychopathy, Levei 2 special scores are not. tIunrley9s cogr,i:ive 
processing deficits, coupled with his affective disorder, would. uwrant consider- 
ation of a schizoaffective diagnosis despite the clinicd absence oioverr delusions 
and haliucinations at the time of testing, probably due to aggressive pharma- 
cotherapy. Orher ideational concerns are apparent (M - = I ,S -  = 1).Abuse 
of fantasy is likely (Ma:Mp = 2A), and in the corsexr of sexual aggression! may 
indicate rehearsal fantasy in the pfanning of predatory violence (Meley, 19%; 
Prenrky et al., 1989). Akhough no h4p- responses are evident, suggesting 
delusion, two Mpui responses (2, 18) linked tc formal thought disorder, DR: 
probabiy indxate overvahed ideas and Huntiey's vulnerabiiky to delusion 
when not rne&cated (Meiov & Singer, 1992), 

The three FD responses are unexpected i4,, 8, 11). This determinant car, be 
considered a subset of M (P. Erdberg? personal commum~cation, November I I ,  



TABLE 3 
Comprehensive System Structural Summary From the Rorschach of a Psychohc 

(Sexual) Psychopath 

DETERMLKith'TS COXTENTS 
SINGLE 

I-I 
!,4 = 2 (Fii 
Fh( = 2 h'd 
rr. = 3 1p i . j l  

I Y,. 

K' = O hi; 
CF = :  A 

1 0  (.4) 
Cr. = O Ad 

= :  (42: 
CF = (C Ar. 
C = O AT[ 
F? = C! "4. 
T ,F Z C  B; 
T = "  d 9: 
FV = 3 
- 7- 

Cg 
b y  - 3  C! 
., 
i t  = 2 Ex 
R' = FG 
'i;F = 3 F! . . r = O  Ge 
Fr = 0 8 4  
$ = LI is 
FD = C Na 
F = i  .$ 

x 
X> 
id 

:71 = ' 
6 ,  ; 

AB j ,"F = O  
AC = , ' \ 4 Q R = I  
CFB = !i PER = 3 
L^3p = j py,; = $ 



1991) and in normaBs is considered a posirive and balanced capacity to think 
about the self. In this case, however, Huntrep used his insight into hmself to 
create discomfort in others, usually clinicians: by verbalizing his most bizarre 
and sadistic thoughts in an unexpected and quiet manner. O n  one occasion, he 
said tc his psychotherapis:, " I h  just imagining what you'd look like with a noose 
around your neck." He would use in:rospection in an interpersonal!y sadistic 
manner. 

Huntkey's interpersonal and affective world 4s isoIatEve ilsoiate/R = .47) and 
avoidant (Af: = .i9). Despite this, and unlike most severe psychopaths, he 
normatively seeks afiectiond bonds (T - I ,  COP = 3) but is highly ambivalent 
absat them. Part objects, rather than whole objects (f-t:FId = 2.3) provide the 
structurai templates fa: his iratema) representations. Hundey's seEperceptioc of 
not Se:ng damaged iMOR = i) is stirprising in light of his nencal iiiness and 
may suggest patkobgjcal narcissism, a characreristic expecced in psychopaths. 

h p ~ b e s .  Libidinal and aggressive drive derivatives (Ke~nberg, 19%) are 
ubiquitous in Euntky's Rorschach. Sexual responses, rare in normals but 
expected in antisociai personality disordered males (Gacono & Meioy, in press), 
are verbalized by Hnndey ir; a devaiued and sadistic manner (3 ,  13;  Meioy 5r 
Gacona, in press-a), C haracterological sadism (Kernberg, 1982) has been asso- 
ciated with sexual homi~ide (Gacona, 1992; Meloy, 1988) and is consistent 
with his sexually sadistic fantasies. Sudden psychotic regression in the nidst of 
sadistic s e r a !  arousal is srrggested by his loss of reality testing on Responses 3 
and 13. Sadomasochistic. responses (Gacono, 19%; Meioy, ! 988; Meiop & 
Gacono, in press-a! are prevalent (1, 3,  13, 18, and are linked with gender 
confusion (1 j, sex organs (3, 131, or predation (18). 

Aggression is rnanifesr.ed in his aggressive potential responses (1, 7, 13, I?), 
aggressive content of an orai and phallic. nature ( I , ? ,  19!, and present aggression 
(19; Exner, 1996). What is notable about these responses is their pervasiveness, 
their link with sadism ( I ,  I @ ,  and their separation from F-iunthey's sexieai 
responses (3, 13';. The mediating factor .;hat links his aggression and sexuality, 
however, is sadism (3,  131, which implies pleaswe &rough the infiiction of pain 
or suffering on another and, by necessity, requires a certain amount of aggres- 
sion against the object. The complete absence o i  aggressive past responses in 
I-lurrtley's protocol siggests a predorn:narrtly sadistic, rather than masochistic, 
orientadon tc  the object (MeIoy 6r Gacono, in press-ah The presence of 
unmodulated sexual and aggressive drives in this protocol? mediated by sadism, 
provides some concurrent validity for his re&-world sexual assauk risk. 

The soker libidinal aspects of Huntlev's impulses are found in his desire for 
attachment. Uniortunatelp, abjects of attachment are perceived as threatening, 
sufhsed with aggression ('3, or unpleasant and negated (19). The reptilian 



nature of thls "negated I" response t 19) 1s p s r t da r Iy  mmgung ("Ir's ~ g l v ,  dim\-, 
mean no~king, I wouldn't touch them. I have had l~zards before") and 1s d:nlcallv 
consistent wtl: certam theoretlcai aspects of the rept.iiac cerebrotype 
(Mackean, 1976) zr: wsvchopatbv (Melo), 1986). h th;s case, houewr, I-iuntIev 
experiences t h ~  part sf h:mself rn a pro~ected iorm 

Defenses. Kernberg t 19641, noted that  psycho:^ defenses are generallv the 
same as borderirne defenses, but serve 3 different purpose. brderhne defenses 
prevent conflict; psvchot~c defenses prevent dm:ntegratmn. Prcmment defenses 
(Cooper Sr Arnow, 1966; Gacono, i 9 T i  in Huntlev's smcocof incl~de devaiu- 
a:ion (3 ,  13, I;, 16, 19,  projectwe ~dentrficatmn (1, ;,9, 191, and dissociation (1, 
jT la). Ideal:zatmr, 1s predictablv a5sent {Gacono. I993). The fiuid~:y o i  defea- 
swe operations and the faiure of hlgher 'sevel defenses are \ 1vld:v dlspiaved .n 
Response 19: "I see ahen life (devaluation, distancing, mvadlnp 2 dance I see zlI 
hnds of b-sgs and insects aiso invad~ng the dance. Scorpions too [prqeccve 
der?tlhcarron\." I n q ~ n v :  "The top iooks Ilke 2 space shlp (inteliecruai:zation:, the 
way ~t 1s shaped, the coior. grq and u hxe C o d 4  write a srork about t h ~ s  one 
io,nnipotencei. Serpents projectwe icienclhcation~ It's ugiv, simv tievaluaricnb, 
nean i oo~mg  prolectmnl, I wouldn't :ouch them (attempted reacrlors icrma- 
:ion\. I have 5ad Icards hefore (attempted repression). Ahen b u g  from anocher 
planet tdevatuatmn. distancmg). The bide, scorpions (pro!ect:i.e ider:t:fica:icn\, 
got ~i iot a i  legs, on the artaclc, read\ to kill and devocr anv:h:ng projectan) 
that they can get their hands on, or prnchers, or whatever vou want to id1 ~t 
iratlonalizatlon). The dance, p n k  th:ngs represen: (dlssociat,on\ two people 
halrng a good rtrne at a dance (prestage sphmngl. J ~ s t  havrng fun at a dance 

lpolIvannlsh denral) " The raprd 2nd sequentral sh2ftrng of defenses in rhls one 
Rorschach response captures a mcrnent of t~me  ~ r :  I-iuntlev's intrapsvchlc hfe. 

Prolectrve :dent~hcatmn cac 6anction as exher a borderhe or psychot~c 
defense $3oldsre.n, 1991, hlelov, ;9Q1\. Goldstem (1  9s: \ tneorrzec! that :he 
projection of self-representaaons mat necessitate the psycbot~ dse o i  xqect1.i e 
identification. Blkewse, the project~on of object representations mar slgnai the 
borJerE.ne use of projectwe identli~carion. CE:r,icaI dlstinct~on. howe>;er, re- 
mams elusive. The four Frqectlve identification responses in t h ~  prorocol nay 
suggest the dilerence. Responses ; and I9 appear to ~nvohe  the projectwe 
identification of a serf representarion. They conrzin aggression or aggressi~e 
potential (Ag or .4g9"17;j and humart movement (h9:  all characteristics that are 
ego syntonic for Hilntiey and convey a sense sf himself iron the case his:orv. 
Other data suggest that projective identification 2nd dissociation may indicate a 
psvchotic process in sexua! homicide (Gaconc? 1992). Respcnses 7 and 9 ,  on 
the other hand, appear to invoive the prolective identificatior. oi an object 
representation. Xone of the content and determinants in the "se'if) Tesponses are 
present here, suggesting ar: ego dystonic quality. The sole contenr are animal 
figures, a k n  to the humzn form. 'if these inferences are accurate, Huntiey 



defensively shifts hetween a psychotrc and borderline use of projective identifi- 
cation in the service of inrrapsychic self-cohesion and confiict reduction, 
respecovely. 

Object relations. Psvchotlc personalrev organization impkates a loss of 
real~ty testing, preoedipai defenses, and identity d~ffusion (Kernberg, 1964). A 
psychotic Rorschach sholrld likewse manifesr object reiations that are rooted in 
the autistic or symbiotic developmenra; stages, rather than the more progressed 
stage of separatron-individuation (Mahler, Pme, & Bergman, 1975), Although 
contrsversp abounds concerning the rime frames of infant development, there is 
some consensus tha: a " s v m h ~ ~ ) t ~  d ~ a l  unirv" p. 46) exlsts berween mother and 
infant prmr to the auionomous strivings oi the toddler: 

the infant 'hegims dimly to perceive need satisfacciox as coming from some need 
se t i s~ ing  part-ob>ect-albeit still from withir: the orbit of the omnipo:ent symbi- 
otic cieral m i r y -  and he curna libidinalip coward rha: mothering source or agency. -. 
i he need gradually becomes 2 wish and later the specific "object-bound" affect of 
iongng. (Mahier er a[., 1915. p. 46) 

Huntleyk object relztions suggest fixation and cocflicr during the sym- 
biotic stage of deveiiopment . Primitive object relations {Kwawer, 198C"') 
include engulfment (16); violent symbiosis, separation, and reunion (i7'); and 
womb imagery (4). Afdeccional striving (7 )  encounters a threatening and 
penerracing object or an object unpleasant to the touch and "colZ blooded" (19). 
-. 
i hese are not conflicts arounci mirroring? resulting in the expected narcissistic 
pzd~olcrgy sf borderline psychoparhs, but are primiihe fears o i  merging with a 
penetrating i"ciaws . . . they are sharp") and devouring ("ready to kill and 
devour") rnaternai object. This is the basic armihilatory dear of the psychotic 
(Frosch, 1983). Mow does Huntley defend against this atavistic emotion? He 
uses sadism ts hurt and control the mzrernai object so that it d l  not be 
destroyed by his cwn hacred. In this case, sadism and psychosis walk hand in 
hand (Gabbard, I939; MacCullough, Snowden, Wood, & Miils, 13E3; Shapiro, 
1981). 

CONCLUSION 

We think there is a high probability that Huntiey will c o m ~ i r  a sexual homicide 
in the fiature if left to his own devices. kt would be irnpulstve and marked by 
dystontrol (Ressler, Burgess, & Douglas, 1.988), but aiso a product of years of 
rehearsal fmtasy {Frentky et al.? 1933). The victim would most Iiicely be a female 
acquaintance or girlfriend whc unwitcinglv stimulated his anrrihilatory fear and 
defensive, sadistic rage. 



TABLE 4 
Clirucal Signs of an Lindesljing Compuislve Syndrome for V~olence 

.4 ~IS:OPY ~i xistreatment of women or fantasies of assauicing women. 
Breaking anti entering coxmitted alone and under bizarre circums:ances 
Fetishism for ternale uderciorFting and desmctnor, oi  female ciorhes. 
Expression oi  :?atre& coxempr. or fear of womer.. 

. . 
Dis!ke for ca:s or actssi v~oience agalns: cats o: athe: an;irals. 
Vioien: and primirive faniasi: kfe 
Con3~sion of sexuai iientitv or, projecriv~ :es:s. 
Sexual inhibitions and rnorai preocwpatior. u ~ h  sexzai andus :  
Feehngs of isoiation and p w r  reality reszing. 

Koie. Cited in Lkwack and Scb:leainge: (:Q57>, 

Yabie 4 sumrnarizea the ciinicai slgns for an  underlvmg comp.ds:ve sndrome  
fer violence, the typical motkation fcr seriai sexnai rrurder il:twack & 
Schlesinger, 1987'; Revitch ;Sz Schlesinger, 1981). Piuntlev is positive for seven of 
these nine signs. C)verpredic:ioc of violence is always expected, but ir, t h s  case 
we :hnk the intrapsychic characteristics of Hancley, inferred from his 
Rorschach, are deeply endogenous and will overshadow hod: psychiarric and 

r .  

psycho'logical efforts to atrenuare his f ~ t u r e  vidence. Tine and the nazire at his 
- ? '  " ,.mice! management will tell. 

We thmk Linda Helinski, RID, for her ~ i ; ~ i c a i  contributior, Y:: this artkle, Phfi 
Erdberg, PhD, for hrs scor:ng help, ancj Jefirey K a r n n m d ,  ?hD: f o r  his 
insight6d commenrs. - 

1 his article was part of a synposium entiried, "hychotic Personaiitr Orgsn:;- 
zationt Through rhe Looking Giass," presented at the Sociery for Personaiitv 
Assessmer.:, h/ridwinter Meeting, New Orleans. March 8, i 99 I .  

The views expressed are ours 2nd do not necessarily refiec: those of the 
Departmenr of Psychia:rv, University of California, Sar, Diego. School of 
Medicine or Atasradero S a t e  Piosptal. 
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